
Call for Expressions of Interest:  

2 PhD Positions on Commitment in Joint Action 

The Cognition in Action Lab at the University of Milan, in collaboration with Adrian 

Bangerter (University of Neuchatel) invites applications for a PhD position in 

connection with a project led by John Michael and Francesco Guala (University of 

Milan). The position, which will be available for 3 years starting 1 October 2025, is 

funded by a grant from the Fondo Italiano per Scienza (FIS). The research involves 

designing and implementing experiments to investigate the emergence of a sense of 

commitment in joint actions. The project includes cross-species and cross-cultural 

components. 

Tasks  

•       Helping to design experiments , recruiting participants and running experiments, 

preparing and analyzing data, drafting and submitting manuscripts 

•       Cooperation with researchers from other research labs involved in the project 

•       Cooperation with researchers from other disciplines, especially cross-cultural 

psychology, comparative psychology, and philosophy. 

Required education, qualifications and knowledge  

•       Masters degree in cognitive science or a related field 

•       Very good command of written and spoken English (C2) 

•       Skills in experimental design and statistics (preferentially using R), or a 

willingness to obtain them 

Further desired qualifications and competences 

•       Programming skills  

•       Good cooperation and communication skills  

•       Good writing skills 

•       Good analytical skills 

•       Experience with cross-cultural, developmental or comparative research 

For information about the project, please do not hesitate to contact John Michael: 
John.michael@unimi.it 
 
 

mailto:John.michael@unimi.it


Call for Expressions of Interest:  

Postdoc Positions investigating Joint Action in Chimps and Gorillas 

The Cognition in Action Lab at the University of Milan, in collaboration with Prof. 

Simon Townsend (University of Zurich) and Prof. Katie Slocombe (University of 

York)  invites applications for two postdoctoral positions in connection with a 

project led by John Michael (University of Milan). The position, which will be 

available for 2 years starting as soon as possible from October 2025, is funded by a 

grant from the Fondo Italiano per Scienza (FIS). The research involves fieldwork 

investigating the mechanisms through which commitment to joint action is created 

and sustained in non-human primates. The insights gained will provide a basis for 

cross-species comparisons (the project also investigates commitment in joint action 

among humans in various cultures, as well as canids).  

Tasks  

•       Fieldwork in Uganda collecting observational data 

on  chimpanzees or mountain gorillas 

•       Coding video data 

•       Statistical modelling 

•       Paper writing 

•       Cooperation with researchers from other research labs involved in the 

project (Wolf Science Center (University of Veterinary Medicine Vienna) and the 

Insitute for Biology (University of Neuchatel)) and from other disciplines, especially 

cross-cultural psychology, philosophy, and veterinary medicine  

•       Supervision of research assistants and PhD students  

Required education, qualifications, experience and knowledge  

•       Doctorate or PhD in biology, psychology or veterinary medicine  

•       Experience of field work, ideally with non-human primates 

•       Excellent publication record 

•       Very good command of written and spoken English (C2) 

•       Video coding skills using software such as Elan, Boris or Observer 

•       Excellent skills in statistical modelling (preferentially using R) 

•       Experience with student supervision 



Further desired qualifications and competences 

•       Previous fieldwork experience with chimpanzees or mountain gorillas 

•       Desire to mentor students and nurture their talents  

•       Good cooperation and communication skills  

For information about the project, please do not hesitate to contact John Michael: 
John.michael@unimi.it 
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